Balanced reciprocal translocation mosaicism: how frequent?
We describe 2 cases of balanced reciprocal translocation (BRT) mosaicism. The frequency of this aberration in the population referred to our laboratory was determined and compared to those frequencies reported in the literature by other clinical cytogenetics laboratories. The extent of BRT mosaicism was also examined in surveys of parental populations, which are less likely to have a bias due to ascertainment on the basis of abnormal phenotype. the frequencies in the postnatal and prenatal populations examined in this study were calculated to be 5.7 x 10(-5) (95% confidence interval is 3.2-8.2 x 10(-5)) and 4.1 x 10(-5) (95% confidence interval is 2.0-6.2 x 10(-5)). However, in view of the extent of variation reported in the various studies, these estimates should be considered first approximations of the true frequency.